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Over the past 10 months I have been blessed to meet many wonderful OLBH parishioners, through Mass, 
parish events, and music ministry. However, this Friday I will say farewell, as my parents and I will be driving to 
Mishawaka, Indiana, where I will begin formation as a Postulant with the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration. 

This vocational journey began for me about three years ago when I was living in the Twin Cities. I had been 
devoting time to a weekly holy hour, and through prayer, decided to attend a vocation discernment retreat being 
co-hosted by different Minnesota dioceses. During this weekend my heart more fully opened to the possibility of 
becoming a religious sister. Approximately one year later I joined a newly-forming community of women 
religious in the Twin Cities; however, it ended up not being a good fit for me, and I left there, and came to Rapid 
City to live with family and to further discern where God might be calling me. 

During this time I believe God inspired me with the idea to visit a Franciscan community. So last fall I made 
a trip to Baltic, Connecticut, to visit the Sisters of Charity Mary Mother of the Church, and then on to Indiana to 
meet the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration. My visit to the Sisters of Charity was wonderful, and I 
believed God could be calling me to their beautiful community—until I got to Indiana, that is. After Sr. Lois 
picked me up from the bus station and we began a tour of the convent, she shared that there was a 92-year-old 
Sister Marita who shared my name. Imagine my surprise when I learned that her baptismal name was Colette 
Stoffel! God had my full attention at this point. That weekend the sisters were providing a vocation discernment 
weekend for young women, of which I took part. By the end of the retreat I decided to keep in touch with the 
community, and after a second visit in February, I began the process to request admission to their community. 

During my year as a Postulant, I will work and pray with the community—and this will include keeping the 
night hours of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. At the beginning of my second year with the community I will 
be considered a Novice; this period will last two years. When I become a Novice I will receive my habit, veil, and 
a new name, chosen from three names I will submit in a letter requesting to become a Novice. 

This community of Franciscan religious women had its beginnings in Germany. Because of religious 
persecution in the 1870s, Mother Maria Theresia Bonzel decided that the invitation of the Bishop of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, was indicative of God's will for the community to immigrate to America. Once there, the sisters served 
the German-speaking people of the Diocese of Lafayette, Indiana. The sisters established and worked in 
hospitals, schools, orphanages, homes for the aged, and homes for social work. Today, the sisters serve the 
Church through their apostolates of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, education, and health care. 

I would like to end with a thought from a booklet about the life of Mother Maria Theresia Bonzel: "Holiness 
is basically nothing else but the development of the gifts God has given to each person in agreement with the 
teachings of Jesus. This is what is meant by 'becoming complete.'...it is growth and maturation into fullness of 
personality." 

Christ's peace to you, 

Collette Stoffel 

PS: Information about the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration, as well as the opportunity to submit 
prayer requests, can be found at www.ssfpa.org . Any correspondence from parishioners would be most welcome! 
I will not have e-mail access during the first three years, but you may write to me at St. Francis Convent, 1515 
Dragoon Trail, PO Box 766, Mishawaka, IN 46546-0766. 
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Monday, September 1 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Psalm 119:97-102; Luke 
4:16-30 

Office Closed for Labor Day 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For the repose of 
John Goldade) 

~Y uesday, September 2 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 2:10-16; Psalm 145:8-14; Luke 
4:31-37 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For the repose of 
Frank Keller) 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, September 5 

Memorial of fjjt. (jregory the (jreat 

Liturgical Color: White 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Psalm 33:12-15, 20-21; 
Luke 4:38-44 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For healing of 
those damaged by sexual abuse) 

6:00 - 8:30 pm: Welcome Back Youth Bash for 
Middleschoolers, grades 6-8 

Thursday, ^eptember-k 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: ICorinthians 3:18-23; Psalm 24:1-6; Luke 5:1- 
11 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For the repose of 
Frank Keller) 

7:00 pm: Knights of Columbus officers meeting 

Y riday, September 5 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Psalm 37:3-6, 27-28, 39- 


40; Luke 5:33-39 

8:00 am: First Friday Liturgy (Intention: For the 
ministry of Bishop Blase Cupich) 

11:15: First Friday Liturgy and lunch with Bishop 
Cupich at the Cathedral of OLPH 

Saturday Morning, September 6 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 4:6-15; Psalm 145:17-21; Luke 
6:1-5 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy with Bishop Cupich 

Presiding (Intention: For the possibility that the 
Jwsf FAITH program will come alive in our 
parishes this year) 

8:30 am - 3:30 pm: J«sfFAITH Workshop 

Saturday Evening, September 6 

Twenty-Third Ounday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; Romans 
13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 

5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the dignity 
of human labor) 

Sunday, September J 

Twenty-T^ird Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; Romans 
13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 

8:00 am - Noon: Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale 

8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the OLBH 
parish community) 

10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For all souls in 
Purgatory) 

7:00 pm: Taize Prayer 
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Gatherings of Grace 

Wednesday, >5 e ptember 1 O 
6:00-8:1 5 pm 
Melp (Zhoose a Parish peast Day! 

]f you are new to our parish and are interested in 
attending (gatherings of (jrace, look for 
registration forms in the gathering area. ]f you 
have questions, contact Teresa Thompson at 
767-5 1 68 orteresa.thompson@olbh.org;. 


Parish 5oolc G^ub 

The next Parish Book Club meeting will be held 
Monday, September 8, 7 to 8:30 pm. We will 
discuss the book Crossing the Tiber by Stephen 
K. Ray. All are welcome. If you have questions 
call Ken Van Asma at 787-6218. 

Gollection G°unters Needed 
If you would like to help count the collection 
each Monday morning, please contact Pam 
Wentz at 787-4391. 



Jus fpaith Workshop 
Don't forget! The JusfFAITH Workshop is this 
coming Saturday, September 6, 8 am to 3:30 
pm. Bishop Cupich will celebrate Mass at 8:00, 
and Jack Jezreel, the founder of JwsfFAITH will 
present the workshop. Lunch will be provided. 

Pancakes! Piome P)aked Goodies! 
The Knights of Columbus will sponsor one of 
their world famous pancake breakfasts and 
bake sales on Sunday, September 7, 8 am to 
noon. Pancakes, eggs, sausage, juice and coffee 
will be served. Come one, come all for a 
breakfast that will satisfy! Fresh homemade 
baked goods will also be available for purchase. 
Free will donations for breakfast will go to the 
Food Pantry for Thanksgiving turkeys. 



Middle G c hool Youth Rally 

This rally for grades 5 to 8 will be held at the 
Belle Fourche Community Center on Sunday, 
October 12, 9 am to 6 pm. The fee is $25 if you 
register before September 30, and $35 after that 
date. You will find information and registration 
forms in the gathering area. Please return 
completed registrations to Teresa Thompson. If 
you are interested in carpooling or 
chaperoning, please contact Teresa at 787-5168. 


Wei 


: P)ack Y°uth flashes 


If you are entering grades 6, 7, or 8, please come 
to our Welcome Back Youth Bash for 
middleschoolers on Wednesday, 

September 3, 6:00 - 8:30 pm. 

If you are going into 
grades 9 - 12, come to the high school bash on 
Wednesday, September 17, 6:00 - 8:30 pm. Get 
a heads up on the coming attractions! Meet 
your parish friends and make new ones! Eat 
pizza! Questions? Call Teresa at 787-5168. 
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first fri day with f>ishop (f upich 
Join Bishop Cupich on Friday, September 5, for 
Mass at 11:15 am, followed by lunch in 
Cathedral Hall, and concluding with a talk. 
The $5 charge for lunch benefits Rapid City 
Catholic Schools. 

R)iocesan Women’s Retreat 

This year's Diocesan Women's Retreat: The Lord 
is With You, will be held October 17-19 at 
Outlaw Ranch in Custer. It will be directed by 
Fr. Dick McCaslin, SJ, and Sr. Marie Schwan, 
CSJ. For more information, call Family Life 
Ministries at 343-3541. 

f,ncountering Life Alone 

Are you recently separated or divorced? 
Struggling with pain and loneliness? Healing 
can begin in this support group, which starts at 
7 pm, Thursday, September 11, at St. Therese 
Church. The group is open to all Christian men 
and women. Pre-registration is requested; the 
fee is $25. For more information or to pre¬ 
register, call Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

f)ereavement Support (jroup 
Heal Your Grief is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group for anyone 
grieving the loss of a loved one. The group 
begins at 7:00 pm on Monday, September 29 at 
Blessed Sacrament Church. Please come early 
to register. For more information or to pre¬ 
register call Janece Rieman at 343-5547 or 
Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 


Adult Leader *]~raining for 
Teens f ncounter Oirist CTEC) 
October 2-L-2 6 at £)lessed ,3 acrarnen t 


If you are interested in becoming leaders for the 
TEC program, please come to this 
training program. National TEC 
leaders will provide basic training, 

Jim Kinyon from Catholic Social 
Services will speak about suicide 
prevention, and Linda Severns, 
Diocesan Director of Religious Education and 
Safe Environment will speak about safe 
environment procedures. If you have 
questions, please call Jeannie Fischer at 673- 
2958. Registration forms are available at 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/ministries/youth . 



Marriage f ncounter 
Find out just how much a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter can do for your marriage— 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. Our 
next scheduled weekend is September 12-14 at 
Blue Cloud Abbey in Marvin, SD. For more 
information or to register, please contact John 
or Dawn Elsinger at (605) 362-0924 or visit our 
website at www.wwme.org . 


L>lue Army Masses of Reparation 

First Friday Mass will be held at Immaculate 
Conception Church on September 5 at 5:30 pm. 
Prayers and devotions will follow. First 
Saturday Mass will be held at the Cathedral of 
OLPH on September 6 at 8 am. Questions? Call 
Ellen Robertson at 718-9909. 
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Ministry 

Saturday, September 6 
5:00 pm 

Sunday, September 7 
8:00 am 

Sunday, September 7 
10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

Becky Wentz 

Becky Wentz 

Becky Wentz 

Altar Servers 

Jessica Schacher 

Kimberly Schacher 

Tyler Trautman 

Hannah Schroeder 

Liam Schroeder 

Brett Beyer 

Christian Weaver 

Curt Mahaffy 

David Strand 

Precious Blood 

Nancy Sass 

Judy Wilson 

Jayme Hunt 

Reggie Hunt 

Mary Antonsen 

Dean Antonsen 

Frank Boner 

Jerry Silbernagel 

Katie Strand 

Stephanie Strand 

Joni Osnes 

Ken Van Asma 

Precious Body 

Greg Sass 

Marty Quinn 

Kathy Van Asma 

Lectors 

Cathy Sass 

Judy Wilson 

Donna Boner 

Tony Berendse 

Pam Weaver 

Bob Weaver 

Sacristans 

Linda and Joe Schacher 

Donna and Frank Boner 

Kathy and Ken Van 
Asma 

Ushers 

Sue and Steve Colgan 

Stan Barber 

Don Everson 

The Inman Family 

Choir 

Folk Group 

Regina's Minstrels 

Family Choir 


t 

Intercessory prayers 

Life and tlealth Concerns 


Fr. Jack Birdsall, Wanda Clemmons, 

Joe Creek, John Flohr, Marvin Kari, 
Sharon Long, Fr. Dick McCaslin, Marty Reeve, 
Ben Roller, Josephine Rogers, Don Snyder, 
Mary Kay Young 


Kepose 


Marty Fowler, Frank Keller, Mick McKay 


(Collection Report 

August 2+, 2005 


Loose 

$1,984.00 

Envelopes 

1,980.00 

Votive 

2.00 

Student 

43.13 

Adopt a Seminarian 

50.00 

Building Fund 

130.00 

Mass Intentions 

47.00 

Other 

299.31 

Total 

$4,535.44 
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Scripture 

• But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary 
holding it in, I cannot endure it. (Jeremiah 20:9) 

• For your kindness is a greater good than life. (Psalm 63:4) 

• Do not conform yourselves to this age. (Romans 12:2) 

• You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do. (Matthew 16:23) 

Reflection 

• What is the fire burning in your heart? 

• How has God been kind to you? 

• Name some ways to avoid conforming ourselves to the world. 

• How does the media-saturated consumer culture interfere with our being able to think as God 
thinks? 

Why should I fear to cease to be what I am not when I have already become something of what I am? 
Why should I go to great labor to possess satisfactions that cannot last an hour, and which bring misery 
after them, when I already own God in his eternity of joy? 

It is the easiest thing in the world to possess this life and this joy; all you have to do is believe and love; 
and yet people waste their whole lives in appalling labor and difficulty and sacrifice to get things that 
make real life impossible.' 


1 Merton, Thomas, New Seeds of Contemplation, (New York, NY: New Directions: 1961) 160. 




